What 6s a practical conservatio

Have you ever fancied having a go at some hands on conservation work, but never dared? Well, if
so, read on to get a flavour of the types of things you could get involved with!

Most days startataround10 am, youo6l | st dometfobring your saedtvichésilamah 6 t
then carry on till around 3 or 4pm, although you are of course free to head home at anytime.

The Tytherley Woods Project, as the name suggests, focuses on woodlands. So the kinds of
things we tend to do are scrub clearance, coppicing and ride management. Most of the tasks
therefore involve getting to grips with a bowsaw and the donning of a hard hat!

Coppicing

This iIis the traditional ma n a g e me nléevel soghatithe wapdi e o f
can be harvested. Although less common than it used to be coppice workers can still be found

within the project area making anything from hurdles to bean and pea sticks. Locally the most

common coppice species is Hazel, but other species can include Sweet Chestnut, Ash and Alder.




Ride Management

Woodland rides exist because they were the networks by which woodland workers got around a
site and the way produce was extracted. Of course they still function in this way but they also
provide sunny open spaces that attract many species, including butterflies and moths. One of the
ways to enhance them for the benefit of species that like to bask in warm sheltered spots is to
create scallops.

A scallop is simply where a section of trees is removed from the ride edge, they can vary in size
depending on the width and length of the ride in question, but the one shown here is 20m long and
5m deep. The aim is to position it in such a way that it stays sunny all day, this particular ride runs
from east to west so the scallop was put on the north side, within minutes of finishing butterflies
and dragonflies were making use of it to warm themselves.

Scallops can be left to grow up for 3 or 4 years, and if in the intervening years other scallops are
created you gain the additional benefit of providing an even greater diversity of vegetation height
which helps an even broader range of species.



