
Friday 30th April

Mike Wildish reports from Rooksbury Mill (SU 355 445) where the following observations were made: Holly 
Blue (1), Orange-tip (4), Small White (1), Speckled Wood (4). 

Alan Thornbury reports: Despite a rather cloudy afternoon with showers for much of Hampshire, parts of 
the south had good sunny spells, including the New Forest, where 5 Pearl-bordered Fritillaries were seen 
along the margins of a large clearing. 2 photos below. 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Pearl-bordered Fritillary

David Tinling & Mick Langridge reports from Old Railwayline,Alverstoke,Gosport (SZ607989) where the 
following observations were made: Red Admiral (2 "males basking & flying high in aerial combat"). 

Anne McCue reports from Carters Copse,Gosport (SU585001) where the following observations were 
made: Brimstone (1 "female"), Small White (1), Green-veined White (1), Orange-tip (1 "male"), Small 
Tortoiseshell (3), Peacock (3), Speckled Wood (2), and from Browndown North (SZ583997) where the 
following observations were made: Small Copper (1), Red Admiral (1), Green-veined White (1), Orange-tip 
(2 "male"), Comma (1), Peacock (0), Speckled Wood (14). 

Wednesday 28th April

Mike Wildish reports from Upping Copse West (SU 375 425) where the following observations were 
made: Peacock (2), Brimstone (7), Orange-tip (2); and from Upping Copse East (SU 385 425) where 
the following observations were made: Grizzled Skipper (1), Common Blue (1 "Male"), Brimstone 
(1), Orange-tip (9), Green-veined White (1), Speckled Wood (1), Peacock (2) and also from Park 
Brow Copse (SU 395 425) where the following observations were made: Orange-tip (4), Green-
veined White (2), Speckled Wood (2), Comma (1), Peacock (2); also from Hartway Copse (SU 392 
431) where the following observations were made: Orange-tip (2), Brimstone (1), Green-veined 
White (1) and finally from Augurs Hill Copse (SU 385 434) where the following observations were 
made: Brimstone (3), Orange-tip (3), Peacock (3). "Today's records in various 1ks in Harewood 
Forest. With Mervyn and Beryl Grist. That time of the year when it seems you can get orange-tips 
just about anywhere you go." 

Richard Symonds reports from Chalton Down, Old Idsworth (SU736156) where the following observations 
were made: Brimstone (13 "Male"), Brimstone (1 "Female"), Orange-tip (2 "Male"), Speckled Wood (1 
"Male"), Speckled Wood (1 "Female"), Holly Blue (1 "Female"), Dingy Skipper (27), Grizzled Skipper (29 
"Two mating pairs"), Burnet Companion (1). "Skippers were very active chasing each other. From 
photographs that I took, most of the Dingy Skippers present were male, which may account for the fact 
that I only saw two mating pairs of Grizzled Skippers. The numbers for these species appaear to be 
greater than last year at this site.".
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Dingy Skipper Grizzled Skipper

Vince Massimo reports from Noar Hill 10.45am-3.45pm.  Temperature 21 degrees with hazy sunshine and 
light wind.    There were 9 or 10 Duke of Burgandy sighted today, including a mating pair, but only in 
certain hollows.  The greatest number (6) were in a hollow towards the back of the reserve.  Other species 
were: 5 Dingy Skipper, 5 Peacock, 1 Comma, 20+Orange Tip(Males), 3 Green Veined Whites (plus some 
other whites), 1 Brimstone(Male), 1 Holly Blue, 1 Speckled Wood and a Burnet Companion moth.

David Tinling reports from Haslar(north-west),Gosport (SZ613986) where the following observations were 
made: Holly Blue (1 "male,first of the year in my garden"). 

Mark Hallett reports from Noar Hill (SU742319) where the following observations were made: Duke of 
Burgundy (14 "max group of 4, some males fighting"), Orange-tip (20), Holly Blue (1), Dingy Skipper (4).

Mike Mackrill reports from Culver Down Isle of Wight (638856) where the following observations were 
made: Small Tortoiseshell (1 "On Dandelion Flower"). 

Tuesday 27th April

Mike Wildish reports from Stockbridge Down E (SU 384 346) where the following observations were made: 
Grizzled Skipper (2), Small Copper (1), Green-veined White (1), Orange-tip (2), Brimstone (17 "Mostly 
females"), Speckled Wood (3); and from Stockbridge Down N (SU 378 352) where the following 
observations were made: Grizzled Skipper (1 "Smallest individual I've ever seen - took it for a Pyraustra"), 
Green-veined White (1), Orange-tip (1), Brimstone (3), Peacock (1). "Also Pyraustra nigrata moths - 3" 
and also from Winter Down Copse (SU 388 335) where the following observations were made: Orange-tip 
(3), Brimstone (1). 

John Hunt writes "Visited Stockbridge Down today and saw a good number of grizzled skippers. Bartley 
Heath transect is indicating a good year for orange tips. 

 

Grizzled Skipper

Karen White reports from the New Forest where the following observations were made: Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary (2 "Seen on path and on vegetation."). "Was able to get several photographs.". 

Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary

Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary

Gary Palmer in the garden at shirley holms new forest ( sz 296 984 )  butterflys present, 2 peacock, 2 
brimstone ( 1 male 1 female ) 2 green veined white, 1 small white and 1 male orange tip. 
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Dr David Tinling reports from:Gosport:Brimstone(male) 4,Large White(male) 4,Small White(male) 
24,Green-veined White(male) 2,Small Copper 5,Holly Blue(male) 1,Small Tortoiseshell 1,Peacock 
20,Comma 9,Speckled Wood 28,Total 98;Brown Silver-line Moth 4 

Richard Symonds reports from Near Northwood Farm, Stoke, Hayling Isalnd (SU727023) where the 
following observations were made: Large White (1 "Female"), Green-veined White (1 "Female"), Small 
Tortoiseshell (1). "A walk near Northwood Farm, Stoke, Hayling Island this hot afternoon resulted in my 
first sighting this year of a Large White, as well as single sightings of a Green Veined White and a Small 
Tortoiseshell.".

Small Tortoiseshell

Mick Langridge reports from Old Railwayline,Alverstoke,Gosport (SZ605984) where the following 
observations were made: Holly Blue (4). 

Andrew Bolton reports from Rushmore Down (SU 348543) where the following observations were made: 
Brimstone (7), Green-veined White (3), Peacock (2), Orange-tip (1), Speckled Wood (2), Comma (1), and 
from Well Bottom (SU 334545) where the following observations were made: Peacock (2), Brimstone (4), 
Orange-tip (1), Green-veined White (2), also from Kiblet Down, nr. Vernham Dean (SU335557) where the 
following observations were made: Small Tortoiseshell (1), Peacock (1), Brimstone (1), Green-veined 
White (3), and finally from Whitegate Firs, Upton (SU347552) where the following observations were 
made: Green Hairstreak (3), Peacock (1). 

Monday 26th April

Peter Gardner reports from Froxfield (698 26O) A sight for sore eyes; standing in one spot and eleven 
male Orange-tips came passed within half an hour, all from the same direction. The mystery was solved 
when we went round the corner and discovered a large area of Ladie's-smock.  We also saw a Small 
Tortoiseshell egg laying.

 

Small Tortoiseshell Orange-tip Ladie's-smock

Geoff Jones writes:  "Today's sightings between 14:30 and 16:00 in lovely sunshine at North Browndown 
and the Alver Valley as follows: Small Tortoiseshell 1; Peacock 4; Speckled Wood 4; Small White 4; Large 
White 1; Comma 3; Orange Tip male 1."

David Tinling reports from Gosport Ramparts,No 1 Bastion (SZ622995) where the following observations 
were made: Speckled Wood (1) also from Gilkicker(north-west),Gosport (SZ602982) where the following 
observations were made: Small Tortoiseshell (1) and finally from Haslar(north-west),Gosport (SZ613986) 
where the following observations were made: Large White (1 "male"), Small White (3 "males taking nectar 
from Honesty,Forget-me-not & Bluebell"), Green-veined White (1 "female chased by 3 male Small 
Whites"), Speckled Wood (3). 

Sunday 25th April

Mick Langridge writes:  "Although I have yet to become a member of the Conservation I am in regular 
contact with both Anne McCue and David Tinling and as my usual walks cover the same sites as them I 
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feel that I would be duplicating their reports. David Tinling has aked me to send a couple of photos to you 
and has suggeststed that your members would like to see them. The mating Small Tortoiseshells were 
photographed at Carters Copse,Gosport on April 15th at 12.35pm as reported by David Tinling. The Duke 
and Duchess were photographed at Noars Hill on April 22nd at 12.55pm. Anne will naturally submit her 
report with details of all the species seen on the day. I hope you will find the photos interesting. 

Small Tortoiseshell Duke of Burgundy Duke of Burgundy

David Tinling reports from Fort Gilkicker (SZ606975) where the following observations were made: 
Brimstone (1), Peacock (1). 

Saturday 24th April

Peter Gardner reports from Butser Hill. (710210)   20 GRIZZLED SKIPPERS   5 BRIMSTONES     1 G V 
WHITE    3 PEACOCK  3 ORANGE TIP   WHY ARE THEY CUTTING AND BURNING THE HAWTHORN AT THE 
BOTTOM OF THE HILL WHERE THE DUKES ARE?  DUKE DO NOT LIVE ON LAWNS.

Brimstone Grizzled Skipper Green-veined White

Mike Duffy writes:  An early morning walk around Noar Hill had me see 2 Duke of Burgandy, 1 male and 1 
female, also 1 Orange-Tip and 1 Peacock and 2 Pyrusata speci moths. 

Duke of Burgundy

Geoff Jones writes from South Browndown, Lee on the Solent:  "Just 4 butterflies seen on my walk this 
morning probably due to a strong SE wind: Small White 1; Peacock 1; *Green Hairstreak 1; *Small 
Copper 1. *My first for the year."

Ashley Whitlock writes:  "Visited several Meon Valley sites today to find the Duke of Burgundy and it was 
very hard to find, with just (2) being seen near Butser Hill. Other species seen were as follows Small 
Tortoiseshell (2) Peacock (17) Comma (2) Brimstone (20) Orange Tip (12) Speckled Wood (3) Green 
Veined White (2) Small White (8) Green Hairstreak (1) Dingy Skipper (1) Grizzled Skipper (11).   The 
Dukes seen were patrolling over scrub and never settled on the ground having seen off Peacocks in their 
area, until more males compete and vye for more territories and the females come on to the scene, I think 
the Duke will be very hard to see. (3) were reported to me being seen at Butser Hill on Friday."

Stuart Read reports from Parkhurst Forest (SZ476920) where the following observations were made: 
Large White (1), Orange-tip (2 "both male"), Peacock (10), Comma (3), Green-veined White (2), Speckled 
Wood (2 "the first this Spring"), Brimstone (17 "9m and 8f"). 

Andrew Bolton reports from Danebury Hill (SU325378) where the following observations were made: Holly 
Blue (1), Speckled Wood (1), Green-veined White (1), Dingy Skipper (1), Painted Lady (1), Peacock (1), 
Small Tortoiseshell (1), Green Hairstreak (2), Grizzled Skipper (4), Orange-tip (5), Brimstone (9). "These 
were the species reported by members during the field trip of the UK Butterflies Photography Workshop to 
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Danebury Ring on Saturday. Warm sunshine saw plenty of insect activity, along with several lizards and a 
stoat!". 

 

 

Dingy Skipper Dingy Skipper

Dave Miller reports from Noar Hill (SU743319) where the following observations were made: Peacock (4), 
Small White (4), Speckled Wood (4 "Mating pair observed"), Brimstone (3 "2 m, 1 f"), Holly Blue (1), 
Orange-tip (5 "All males"), Dingy Skipper (2), Duke of Burgundy (3 "All males. Freshly emerged"). "Warm 
hazy sunshine (17-19 degrees). Light SE breeze.".

Duke of Burgundy Duke of Burgundy Dingy Skipper

Cheryl Turkington writes:  "I saw a  few Dingy Skippers at Noah Hill yesterday. Someone on a Wildlife 
Forum suggested I Iet you know.

 

Dingy Skipper

Anne McCue reports from Botley Wood (SU545095) where the following observations were made: Orange-
tip (8 "including 1 female"), Green-veined White (2), Brimstone (12 "including 1 female"), Grizzled Skipper 
(1), Large White (1), Peacock (13), Comma (1), Speckled Wood (3), Large White (0); and from Whiteley 
Pastures (SU557103) where the following observations were made: Brimstone (2 "including 1 female"), 
Orange-tip (3 "including 1 female"), Peacock (4).

 David Tinling reports from Gosport Wildgrounds(west) (SU579011) where the following observations were 
made: Speckled Wood (1) and also from Gosport Wildgrounds(east) (SU581006) where the following 
observations were made: Brimstone (1), Small White (1), Peacock (4), Comma (2), Speckled Wood (2). 

Ken Button reports from Noar Hill (SU726312) where the following observations were made: Duke of 
Burgundy (3 "2males 1 female newly emerged"). 

Chris Hall reports from Crookham Common area (SU 85) where the following observations were made: 
Brimstone (30 "widespread"), Peacock (8 "often bask in Molinia straw on heathland"), Speckled Wood 
(18), Small White (3), Orange-tip (2 "male and female near canal SU 83 53"), Small Tortoiseshell (3 "at 
nettle area by canal, Eelmoor Flash, SU 842529"). "Totals above seen during a five mile walk across 
Crookham Common to Eelmoor Heath and back via canal towpath, to south-east of Fleet. [NB. Eelmoor 

Page 5 of 16Butterfly Conservation Hampshire and Isle of Wight Branch

01/06/2010file://C:\Users\Robin\Documents\Butterflies\hantsiow-butterflies.org.uk\sightings - C...



Heath is not part of Eelmoor Marsh]. The Small Tortoiseshells were the first I have seen this spring, 
despite looking in several places that used to support them. Holly Blue is now flying in gardens in Church 
Crookham, though scarce.". 

Nick Freeman reports from Bentley Wood (SU262293) where the following observations were made: 
Brimstone (3), Orange-tip (2), Peacock (2). "Arrive on site 12.00am. Duration 2 hours. Weather hazy sun, 
still. approx. 17C - 19C. Looked for PBF and MF in Eastern Clearance + on Wiltshire side wood rides and 
Barnridge Meadows. No sightings reported. V little signs of nectaring plants and usual growth of 
vegetation attributable to normal flying season."; and also from Broughton Down (SU292331) where the 
following observations were made: Brimstone (5), Small White (1), Speckled Wood (2), Orange-tip (3), 
Peacock (4), Grizzled Skipper (2). "Arrive on site 3.00pm. Duration 1.5 hours. Weather sunny, warm, 
slight breeze, approx 19C.". 

Mark Hallett reports from Wheelers Bay Ventor Isle of Wight (SZ574775) where the following observations 
were made: Clouded Yellow (2 "flying along coastal undercliffs"). 

Chris Button reports from Noar Hill (SU745316) where the following observations were made: Duke of 
Burgundy (4), Brimstone (2), Orange-tip (2), Speckled Wood (4), Peacock (2). "Belated report from Noar 
Hill. The newly emerged Dukes sitting prominently guarding their territories and seeing off any intruders.".

Duke of Burgundy Duke of Burgundy

Friday 23rd April

Colin Baker writes:  Although a keen wind was taking the edge off the fine weather at Noar Hill-(SU 
744318) as I walked up the reserve today, it is clear this week has initiated a small emergence of Duke of 
Burgundy butterflies. Resplendent in their orange and black markings they were to be found in the usual 
"hotspots"  throughout the reserve soaking up the warm sunshine. It was also nice to find Dingy Skippers 
from top to bottom of the reserve imbibing on wild flowers created by freshly managed clearings. 
Butterflies seen in the short visit:-Duke of Burgundy 7; Orange-tip 3M/1FM; Green-veined White 1; 
Peacock 6; Dingy Skipper 3; Tortoiseshell 1; Brimstone 3M/1FM. 

 

 

Duke of Burgundy Dingy Skipper

Terry Hotten writes:  "Still not many butterflies on the wing in NE Hants but it was nice to see the annual 
arrival of a Holly Blue around my large red camellia. This is a regular occurrence and I don't recall seeing 
holly blues favouring this bush elsewhere."

Mark Tutton reports from Rake Bottom (SU708207) where the following observations were made: Peacock 
(3), Brimstone (1), Duke of Burgundy (3), Grizzled Skipper (6). 

Alan Thornbury reports from Noar Hill: 4 fresh Duke of Burgundy (3M, 1F) seen this afternoon in chalk pits 
close to the centre of the reserve, a full two weeks after the first report on 9 April. The Dukes weren’t the 
only newly emerged small butterflies on the reserve today – one Dingy Skipper recorded in the far chalk 
pit. Orange Tip, Peacock and Brimstone were also showing well. Two photos of male Duke of Burgundy 
below. 
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Duke of Burgundy Duke of Burgundy

John Webb reports from Monckton Road,Gosport (SZ609575) where the following observations were 
made: Holly Blue (20 "in my garden"). 

David Tinling reports from Haslar(north-west) (SZ613986) where the following observations were made: 
Small White (2), Small Tortoiseshell (1), Comma (1), Speckled Wood (1). 

David Tinling & Mick Langridge reports from Fort Gilkicker (SZ606975) where the following observations 
were made: Holly Blue (1), Small Tortoiseshell (1) and also from Stokes Bay(Old Moat) (SZ595986) where 
the following observations were made: Small White (1), Small Copper (1). 

Nick Freeman reports from Martin Down (Brokerley Dyke) (SU045190) where the following observations 
were made: Small Tortoiseshell (3), Grizzled Skipper (6), Peacock (8), Orange-tip (1), Brimstone (6), 
Dingy Skipper (1). "Arrive on site 11.00am. Duration 2 hours. Weather sunny, clear, light breeze. Approx. 
13C - 15C."; and from Martin Down (Kitsgrove) (SU034205) where the following observations were made: 
Grizzled Skipper (3), Green Hairstreak (1), Comma (3), Peacock (12), Brimstone (20), Green-veined 
White (3), Orange-tip (8), Speckled Wood (6). "Arrive on site 1.15pm. Duration 1.5 hours. Weather 
sunny, clear, still. Approx 15C - 16C.". 

Paul Ritchie reports from Noar Hill (SU47942981) where the following observations were made: Dingy 
Skipper (4 ).

Dingy Skipper Dingy Skipper Dingy Skipper

Thursday 22nd April

Mike Wildish reports from Charlton Roadsides (SU 355 465) (84): Speckled Wood - 2 Orange-tip - 1 Green
-veined White - 1; and from Anton Lakes North (SU 362 475) (84): Speckled Wood - 1 Orange-tip - 1 
Small Tortoiseshell - 1 Peacock - 1.  "More waifs and strays that, like me, struggle out in the sun after a 
cold start!"

Bob Snelgrove reports from Noar Hill Selbourne (SU745316) (89): 8 x Duke of Burgandy 1 x Holly Blue 1 
x Brimstone 1 x Peacock 2 x Speckled Wood 1 x Small Tortoiseshell 6 x Orange-tip 1 x Common Blue 3 x 
Small White.  "On a sunny day with a slight coolness in the air I was lucky to observe a pair of D of B 
mating. After spending several hours on the site my total count of Dukes was 8 at two different locations. 
A fellow observer took photos of mating and has promised to submit them to this website." 

Duke of Burgundy
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John Willis reports from Fort Gilkicker (SZ606975) where the following observations were made: Small 
Copper (1). 

Anne McCue & Mick Langridge reports from Noar Hill (SU745320) where the following observations were 
made: Dingy Skipper (1), Brimstone (2 "including 1 female"), Green-veined White (5), Orange-tip (10), 
Holly Blue (1 "male"), Duke of Burgundy (2 "mating pair"), Small Tortoiseshell (1), Peacock (2), Speckled 
Wood (1), Peacock (0). 

Bob Snelgrove reports from Noar Hill (SU745320) where the following observations were made: Common 
Blue (1). 

Anne McCue & Mick Langridge reports from Beacon Hill,Warnford (SU604224) where the following 
observations were made: Dingy Skipper (1), Grizzled Skipper (6), Brimstone (3), Orange-tip (1), Small 
White (1), Green Hairstreak (3), Small Copper (2), Peacock (7), Comma (1). 

Nick Freeman reports from Noar Hill (SU745316) where the following observations were made: Orange-tip 
(8), Green-veined White (4), Brimstone (1), Peacock (6), Comma (1), Holly Blue (1), Dingy Skipper (1), 
Duke of Burgundy (4 "3 male / 1 female (incl. mating pair)"). "Arrived on site @ 12.30pm. Duration 2.25 
hours. Weather conditions clear, sunny almost no wind, approx. 12C - 14C.".

Wednesday 21st April

Peter Gardner reports from Portsdown Hill (608 068) Orange-tip 5, Peacock 3, Brimstone 5, Green 
Hairstreak 3, Small White 1.

 

Peacock Orange-tip Green Hairstreak

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Brimstone(male) 1,Small White(male) 8,Small Copper 2,Holly Blue 
3,Small Tortoiseshell 3,Peacock 18,Comma 3,Speckled Wood 11.For the second successive day,Lee-on-the
-Solent,at the western end of the Gosport coast,recorded the highest UK temperature,16.7C on Tues & 
14.8C on Wed.Frosts continue to limit emergence from the chrysalis. 

John Goodspeed reports from Portsdown Compartment 4 (SU646063) (34): Green Hairstreak - at least 3 
Orange tip - abundant.  "Along clearings in scrub at the bottom of the down."

Andrew Bolton reports from Furze Copse, nr. Cole Henley (SU 476528) where the following observations 
were made: Orange-tip (1), Peacock (1), Small Tortoiseshell (1). 

Tuesday 20th April

Ashley Whitlock writes from Milton Lock/Common:  "A walk around my new local patch, a 2 minute walk 
from m new home and the following was seen Peacock (6) Comma (2) Orange Tip (1) Small White (2) 
Speckled Wood (3)."

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Brimstone(male) 1,Small White(male) 6,Small Tortoiseshell 7
(including a courting couple),Peacock 15,Comma 10,Speckled Wood 8,Total 47. Also a Nightingale singing 
near my garden at Haslar,Gosport.Some of the above were also seen by Anne McCue & Mick 
Langridge.Anne also saw a male Orange-tip and another male Brimstone and Mick also saw a Holly Blue.

Mike Wildish reports from Bradley Wood South (SU 458 518) (41): Peacock - 4; and from Bradley Wood 
North (SU 455 525) (43): Orange-tip - 2; also from Bradley Hill (SU 448 534) (84): Green-veined White - 
1 Brimstone - 1; and finally from Dunley (SU 455 535) (84): Orange-tip - 1 Small Tortoiseshell - 1 
"Almost apologies for submitting lists for one of those walks that passed through several 1ks, but due to 
the cool wind, produced rather few species."
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Gary Palmer writes from the garden at shirley holms new forest ( sz 296 984 ) during the day found 1 
comma, 2 peacock, 2 small white male, 1 female brimstone and 1 male orange tip.  also in the garden on 
the ponds were my first large red damselfly of the year. 

Lynn Fomison writes:  "On Monday MHD was visited by Dave Shute undertaking the Common Bird Census 
(Bird highlight was a pair of Wheatears on the Northern section) , Peter Eeles taking photos and a keen 
interest in butterfly behaviour and Jenny Mallett taking a good look at the condition of the reserve. All 
three were pleased to see Green Hairstreak and Grizzled Skipper, and of course to admire the cowslips 
which are pretty splendid just now. On Tuesday Ken Button made a visit, made similar observations and 
provided me with this lovely  pic of a Green Hairstreak.   Patrick Fleet was working at MHD on Moday & 
found & showed visitors a female Muslin moth. 

Green Hairstreak

Monday 19th April

Peter Eeles reports from Magdalen Hill Down (SU505291) where the following observations were 
made: Peacock (4), "A white" (1 "Didn't stop long enough to show its face!"), Brimstone (5 "2 male, 
3 female"), Orange-tip (6 "All male"), Green Hairstreak (5 "Including a female ovipositing on 
Common Rock-rose"), Grizzled Skipper (11). "A trip out to the Butterfly Conservation reserve at 
Magdalen Hill Down came up trumps! Nice to see several other  Hants BC members there! The 
Grizzlies were difficult to find in the often-breezy conditions, but weren't so bad once you had 
"gotten your eye in", and realised that they were all sheltering at the bottom part of the reserve. Some 
observers had also seen a couple of Speckled Wood, which evaded me on this visit.". 
 

Grizzled Skipper Green Hairstreak

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Small White(male) 4,Small Copper 3,Holly Blue 1 male & 1 
female,Small Tortoiseshell 6,Peacock 9,Comma 3,Speckled Wood 11. 

Anne McCue visited Botley Wood/Whiteley Pastures and saw Brimstone 5 males & 2 females(including a 
courting couple),Green-veined White 3,Orange-tip 7 males & 1 female,Peacock 12,Speckled Wood 
1,Nightingales 2 singing at Botley Wood;Orange-tip 3 males & 1 female,Peacock 7 at Whiteley Pastures. 

Sunday 18th April

Lisa and Gary Richardson report from Stockbridge Downs: 15 Peacocks, 9 Brimstone, 2 Small Tortoiseshell 
& 1 Green-veined White. 

Richard Hughes reports from brownwich/chilling estate (520035) (82 84): 28 peacocks 10 commas 6 
orange tip 2 small tortoiseshell 1 brimstone 1 green veined white 1 speckled wood.  "peacocks holding 
territory every 200 yards along the path -where their territories overlapped there was much sparring 
between peacocks and commas." 

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Brimstone 4 males & 2 females,Large White(male)3,Small White
(male) 13,Green-veined White(female) 1,Holly Blue(male)4,Small Tortoiseshell 3,Peacock 15,Comma 
8,Speckled Wood 10,Total 63. 
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Paul Crook writes:  "A visit to Noar Hill around midday produced sightings of Orange Tip (2), Peacock (3), 
Brimstone (1) and Comma (1). No sign of Duke Of Burgundy. Also present were Chifchaffs and 1 
Yellowhammer.

Ken Button reports from Magdelen Hill (SU553289) where the following observations were made: Green 
Hairstreak (3), Grizzled Skipper (4). 

Saturday 17th April

Lisa and Gary Richardson report from Broughton Downs: 1 Grizzled Skipper, 1 Small Tortoiseshell, 2 
Orange-tip, 5 Brimstone and 4 Peacocks. 

Ian Hutchinson reports from Magdalen Hill Down (SU505292) (34): Green Hairstreak 2, Grizzled Skipper 
2, Orange tip 4 male 1 female, Brimstone 3, Small Tortoiseshell 3, Peacock 2.

Stuart Read writes:  "On my weekly walk around Parkhurst Forest this morning, I counted 33 Brimstone 
(22m, 11f), 16 Peacock, 3 Comma, and I male Orange Tip. I haven't yet sighted a Speckled Wood or a 
Holly Blue in the forest this Spring."

Ashley Whitlock writes from the Devils Highway:  " A long Roman road straddling the Hants Berks Border, 
near Silchester, the following butterflies were seen: Peacock (6) Orange Tip (2) one of the males was 
feeding on the blossom of a Cherry Tree. Also Small White (2) Brimstone (2) Holly Blue (1) . I suspect 
there will be a good emergence of the Duke of Burgundy at most chalk downland sites within the week if 
this weather keeps up."

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Large White(male) 1,Small White(male) 6,Small Copper 1 at 
Browndown South(west)(SZ574994),Small Tortoiseshell 4,Peacock 20,Comma 9,Speckled Wood 7,Total 
48. 

Chris Hall reports from Eelmoor (SU 8353 / 8453): Brimstone (12); Peacock (10); Comma (1); Speckled 
Wood (2).  "At last things are picking up. Also at least 8 more brimstones along roadsides between Fleet 
and Eelmoor; and Orange Tip seen on the margin of Velmead Common, Fleet."

Peter Bowker reports from Gosport: Holly Blue in the Hermitage Garden,Gosport(SZ597004). 

Colin Beyer reports from Cheriton Churchyard (SU5828) where the following observations were made: 
Common Blue (1 "Settled on gravel path in the sun"). 

Anne McCue reports from Hill Head (SU527025) where the following observations were made: Peacock 
(2). 

Friday 16th April

Richard Symonds writes:  "Today I revisited Chalton Down (SU736157) in the hope of seeing further 
Grizzled Skippers, however I did not see a single one. The visit however, was worth it as I saw my first 
Small Tortoiseshell and Speckled Woods this year. My count during the forty five minute visit was: 
Brimstone (1M), Comma(2), Peacock (1), Small Tortoiseshell (1) and Speckled Wood (2).

  

Speckled Wood Comma f hutchinsoni

Alan Thornbury reports from Magdalen Hill Down: 4 Green Hairstreaks and 6 Grizzled Skippers seen on the 
lower slopes of the original reserve this afternoon. The cooler conditions today made them content to sit 
on low vegetation much of the time, between short flights. 
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Grizzled Skipper Green Hairstreak Green Hairstreak

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Small White(male) 6,Small Tortoiseshell 3,Peacock 19,Comma 
12,Speckled Wood 7,Total 47.Also a Brown Silver-line Moth,Petrophora chlorasata(BF1902),photographed 
at Browndown North(SZ583997).The main Grayling areas at Browndown North have been extensively 
damaged by fire,probably by school children on holiday! 

Thursday 15th April

Comment has been made that the sighting of the Duke on 9th April was very early. Lynn writes that she 
has checked with Tony James and it is only one day earlier than the previous earliest record of 1oth April. 
Also it was seen in the pit where Matthew usually saw his first Duke of the season. 

Richard Symonds writes:  "This morning I paid a visit to Chalton Down (SU736157), spending three 
quarters of an hour looking all around the slopes. The temperature was 11.5°C, sunny but with a cold 
breeze. I am happy to report that I saw a perfect Grizzled Skipper - a female I believe as well as 4 
Commas and a single Peacock, which had encountered a bird at some point, judging by the wing damage 
it had sustained."

Grizzled Skipper Comma f hutchinsoni

Lynn Fomison is pleased to pass on records at sightings made by Patrick Fleet at Magdalen Hill Down. 
Today he saw a Green Hairstreak - the first one for the year at MHD. On 14th April he saw two Grizzled 
Skippers and on 9th April an Orange Tip. 

Maurice Pugh reports from Bentley Wood, Eastern Clearing (SU 261 293): Brimstone - 5 Comma - 1 
Peacock - 7.  "A short visit at lunchtime on the way home."

 

Brimstones

Anne McCue and Mick Langridge reports from Gosport: Brimstone(male) 7,Small White 10,Red Admiral 
1,Small Tortoiseshell 6(including a very rarely seen mating pair, photographed by Mick Langridge),Peacock 
20,Comma 11,Total 55. 

Andrew Bolton reports from Pudding Hill, Baughurst (SU 573602) (84,38): Peacock 2,Orange Tip 1, 
Speckled Wood 1,Comma 1, and also from Axmansford, Tadley (SU 566607) (85): Holly Blue 1 .
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Tuesday 13th April

Robert Bryant reports from Kites Hill, Totford (SU565379) (84/90): Orange Tip 1 Small Tortoiseshell 1 
Speckled Wood 1 Brimstone 1 "Just tootling along on my bicycle in bright sunshine noting the butterflies in 
the wider countryside." 

Dr David Tinling reports from Portsdown Hill: Brimstone 1 male,Small White 6 males,Small Tortoiseshell 
8,Peacock 10,Comma 2,Speckled Wood 2,Total 29. 

Anne McCue reports from Gosport: Brimstone 6 males & 2 females,Large White 1 male,Small White 6 
males,Green-veined White 1,Orange-tip 1 male,Holly Blue 2 males & 1 female,Red Admiral 1,Small 
Tortoiseshell 3,Peacock 16,Comma 18,Speckled Wood 2,Total 60. 

Charles Cuthbert writes:  "At least three male Orange-tips along the Nun's Walk in Winchester at 
lunchtime (photo of one resting male attached). I have also attached a few photos of Brimstones taken at 
Crab Wood during the last week. Lots of males and a few females seen along the rides and in the open 
coppiced areas, clearly much attracted to the plentiful Primroses now in full flower. Commas and Peacocks 
were also present, but unlike the Brimstones (and Bee-flies) I did not see any visiting the Primrose flowers 
for nectar. 

Brimstone Brimstone Orange-tip

Monday 12th April

Mike Wildish reports from Prospect Farm (SU 305 410) (82): Small Tortoiseshell - 5 Peacock - 1 "Bleak 
prairie land - other than skylarks not much to record bird wise either!" 

Robert Beale writes:  "Visiting the Station House Tearooms near Burley today I spotted a Comma in the 
garden. Picture is attached. These tearooms are excellent for sitting in the garden watching a variety of 
birds on the bird-feeders whilst enjoying a cream tea!"

Comma

Anne McCue reports from Gosport: Brimstone 2 males,Large White 1 male,Small White 8 males,Holly Blue 
2 males,Red Admiral 1,Small Tortoiseshell 5,Peacock 17,Comma 10,Speckled Wood 2,Total 48.(Some of 
these were also seen by David Tinling.)

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Brimstone 1 male,Small White 2 males,Red Admiral 1,Small 
Tortoiseshell 13,Peacock 20,Comma 5,Speckled Wood 2,Total 44.(Some of these were also seen by Anne 
McCue.)  

Gary Palmer in the garden in shirley holms, new forest. butterflies present, 1 comma, 2 peacock and 2 
male small white.   

Sunday 11th April

Anne McCue reports from Gosport: Holly Blue in Ann's Hill Cemetery. 

Tim Norriss writes:  "Lynn and I found this Small Tort today on a field edge at Bransbury in West Hants. 
Never seen one like this before. It must have been one of the ab.s overwintering from last year."
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Small Tortoiseshell

Saturday 10th April

Stuart Read writes:  "A circuit of Parkhurst Forest on a beautiful Spring morning produced the following 
return: Peacock(7), Brimstone(11), Comma(1), Orange Tip(1), Small Tortoiseshell(1) and a possible 
sighting of a Large Tortoiseshell (see photograph attached)."

Large Tortoiseshell

Dr David Tinling has sent in the following regarding Stuart's Large Tortoiseshell sighting:  "The butterfly in 
Stuart Read's photo is certainly a Large Tortoiseshell.On each forewing there is a triangle of three black 
spots with a fourth black spot in the centre of the triangle,where in a Small Tortoiseshell there is one large 
spot and two small ones."

Ian Hutchinson reports from Magdalen Hill Down (SU505292) (34): Peacock 1 Small Tortoiseshell 2 
(mating pair) "All seen at about 15.30"

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Brimstone(male) 5,Small White(male) 2,Small Tortoiseshell 
15,Peacock 34,Comma 21,Speckled Wood 2,Total 79.(Many of these were also seen by Anne McCue.) 

Anne McCue reports from Gosport: Brimstone(male) 7,Small White(male) 2,Small Tortoiseshell 10,Peacock 
26,Comma 16,Speckled Wood 1,Total 62.(Many of these were also seen by David Tinling.) 

Gary Palmer writes "First a walk around barton common ( sz 248 932 ) produced 10+ peacock, 1 small 
tort and 2 comma then on into becton bunny ( sz 253 927 ) found another small tort and an egg laying 
female red admiral.  After a short visit to mudeford woods christchurch ( sz 184 934 ) found 5 peacock, 3 
comma and 4 small tortoiseshell."

Mike Baker reports from Broughton Downs (SU2833) (34): Brimstone 25+ Orangetip 1 male Peacock 5 
Small Tortoiseshell 4 Red Admiral 1 Comma 1 

Dave Cook writes from the Isle of Wight:  "After a long walk over Afton & Brook Downs. I was rewarded 
with my first field sighting of the year with a P. despicata in the chalk-pit on Brook Down. I saw very little 
else there which was a shame as I hoped to see some Cydia ulicetana, which I saw at the same time last 
year. Perhaps their a bit late due to the bad winter we have just had! Afton Down was a bit more 
productive with masses of Granville Fritillary larva, having to watch where I trod very carefully. Then to 
watch & listen to the skylarks which is always a thrill. I then had two close encounters with adders (one of 
the hazards of looking for moths & butterflies), this was about the same time as I saw the first one last 
year. I then went looking for Drinker larva which I had seen in large numbers at this time last year, none 
were found, but I did find loads of Brown-tail larva nests on old bramble shoots close to the gorse where I 
hope to see the Drinker larva soon."
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Pyrausta despicata Glanville Fritillary 
larva

Friday 9th April

Hazel Pratt has reported (via Lynn Fomison) that she saw a Duke of Burgundy at Noar Hill today.

Peter Gardner reports from Abbotstone Down (582 362) Brimstone (7), Peacock (3), Comma (4).  "Must 
look at the site again later for caterpillars." 

 

Peacock Comma Brimstone

Nick Wiley has reported ( via Lynn Fomison) seeing 3 fresh Painted Ladies whilst walking between Test 
Marsh & Testwood Lakes today. 

David Lobb reports from Lordswood, Southampton (41): Comma (1) "Recorded at 2pm in back garden on 
edge of woodland."

Gary Palmer in a garden in shirley holms new forest (sz 296 984 ) found 1 female brimstone, 2 peacock 
and 1 comma.

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Brimstone 7 males,Large White(female) 1,Small White(male) 
7,Green Hairstreak 1 at Browndown South,Small Tortoiseshell 15(including 2 courting couples)(a 
remarkable recovery),Peacock 27,Comma 18,Speckled Wood 2,Total 78(That's more like it!). 

Richard and Becky Symonds write"  "On Friday (9th), we made our first visit of the year to Chalton Down 
(SU736157), where the temperature was a warm 16.5°C. Many violets were in flower but Cowslips were 
still in bud. We saw a total of: Brimstone (3M), Comma (2) and Peacock (3). Attached photo of Comma 
which posed very nicely for me on a twig!"

   

Comma

Geoff Dawson reports from his back garden in Church Crookham (su806520) (85): holly blue "plenty of 
holly trees in our garden."

Anne McCue reports from New Forest: Peacock 3 at Beaulieu Road Station(SU348064);Brimstone(male) & 
Red Admiral at Woodfidley Passage(SU346051);Brimstone 5 males & 1 female at Denny Wood
(SU340048).(Also seen by Mick Langridge & John Willis.) 

Thursday 8th April

Mark Litjens reports from West Wood nr. Winchester (su 420 299) Orange Tip - 1 male Comma - 2 
Peacock - 20 Brimstone - 35 
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Mike Wildish reports Whitchurch South (SU 461 475) (84): Brimstone - 1 Small Tortoiseshell - 1, and from 
Tufton(SU 455 470) (84) : Brimstone - 3 Small Tortoiseshell - 2 Peacock - 1, and finally from Whitchurch 
North (SU 465 481) (84): Brimstone - 2 Peacock - 1 "Seen on HWT walk - also loadsa warblers - chiffs, 
willow, blackcaps,sedge and an early garden all singing for us. "

Robert Guest reports from Yateley (my garden) (SU821603) (85): A female Orange Tip,also a couple of 
Peacocks and a Brimstone 

Richard Symonds writes:  "Today, on what must have been one of the hottest days of the year so far I 
saw several male Brimstones and Peacocks. Driving in Portsmouth in the morning I saw two male 
Brimstones - one alongside Milton Park and another in Farlington near Galt Road. In the afternoon a pair 
of Peacocks were engaged in an aerial display outside my house at Stoke, Hayling Island 
(SU723023), while alongside the Havant Road just North of the May pole pub (SU722015), two more 
Peacocks were flying and feeding on cherry blossom."

Robin Harley reports from Mude Valley Nature Reserve, Christchurch (VC11) (SZ1892/SZ1893) (2, 38, 41, 
86): Orange Tip (male) (2) Comma (5) Small Tortoiseshell (1) Peacock (2) Brimstone (5) "Seen on 
transect."

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Brimstone 5 males & 1 female,Large White(male) 1,Small White
(male) 10,Red Admiral 1,Small Tortoiseshell 2,Peacock 11,Comma 6,Speckled Wood 2.(Some of these 
were also seen by Mick Langridge.)

Mick Langridge reports from Gosport: Brimstone 9 males & 1 female,Large White(male) 1,Small White
(male) 3,Red Admiral 1,Small Tortoiseshell 2,Peacock 20,Comma 6,Speckled Wood 1.(Some of these were 
also seen by David Tinling.) 

Lynn Fomison is pleased to pass on a report that Colin Beyer saw an Orange Tip in Hill Houses Lane 
Cheriton on 8th April. 

Peter Hunt reports from Madeira Lane Freshwater Isle of Wight (85): Brimstone one.

'Paul Brock and Phil Budd saw a Speckled Wood at Lords Wood Plantation, near Southampton, along with 
plenty of Peacocks, Commas and Brimstones. Small Tortoiseshells also at Longdown, New Forest. 

Anne McCue reports from Gosport: Brimstone 7 males & 2 females,Small White 5,Red Admiral 1,Small 
Tortoiseshell 4,Peacock 16,Comma 8,Speckled Wood 1. 

John Webb reports from Gosport: Speckled Wood 2 in my garden in Monckton Road,Gosport(SZ609984). 

Wednesday 7th April

Lynn Fomison writes "Magdalen Hill Down was not good at all for butterflies in the cloudy conditions but 
lovely violets and cowslips are starting to come out too. Visit in about two weeks time to see cowslips at 
their best."

Tuesday 6th April

Mike Wildish reports from Charlton (SU 350 470) (85): Brimstone - 6 Small Tortoiseshell - 2.

Ashley Whitlock writes from Portsdown Hill Transect:  "My first butterflies of 2010, and its been a long 
time coming, so I ventured up Portsdown Hill to do a transect the first of the year. The following was 
observed: Peacock [4} Comma {2} Brimstone [2} Red Admiral {1} Small Tortoiseshell [1} my first in the 
spring for a long time! and last but not least Speckled Wood {1}"   
Also from Creech Wood:  " I then went on to compare a woodland to a Downland on such a day and the 
specie count was lower but the actual counts were well higher. Brimstone (17} Peacock (15) Comma (7) 
and a Small White. Many of the rides looked like the Somme on a bad day, and several of the large Oaks 
which had in the past been used by Purple Emperors for Assembly Points have been cut down. But luckily 
the Sallows have not been touched!."

Gary Palmer writes from a garden at shirley holms new forest ( sz 296 984 ) found 1 male brimstone and 
2 peacock at mid day. 

Anne McCue reports seeing Small Tortoiseshell 2,Peacock 1 & Comma 4 at Carters 
Copse,Gosport;Brimstone(male) 1,Green Hairstreak 1 & Comma 1 at Browndown North. 

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Brimstone(male) 5,Red Admiral 1,Small Tortoiseshell 4,Peacock 
16,Comma 14,Total 40.
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Lynn Fomison writes "I can not recall another Spring day when I have seen ALL the five species of 
hibernators! So imagine my delight when on the monthly walk to Health at Bentley Station meadow and 
Alice Holt forest we saw Peacock, Red Admiral, Brimstone and Comma. Then when I got home I saw Small 
Tortoiseshell too. On the earlier walk we also saw Green-veined White. Thoroughly good day!" 

Chris Hall reports from Church Crookham (SU 81 51) (41, 81, 84): Peacock (7); Comma (4); Brimstone 
(2). "Seen during a walk from the edge of Church Crookham towards Ewshot. Frequent nettle patches but 
not a glimse of Small Tortoiseshell. The above three species also seen in my Fleet garden today (8153)"

Christopher Iles reports from Andover, A303/A3057 junction (SU3644) (90): Brimstone (1 male).

John Woodson reports from Copse adjoining Tesco's Winnall store (84): Seen whilst walking through this 
small area of woodland in the early afternoon - 2 male Brimstones, 2 Commas, and a male Orange Tip. 

Monday 5th April

Stuart Read reports from parkhurst forest, newport, isle of wight (SZ4691) (mixed woodland): Peacock
(6), Comma(5), Red Admiral(2), Brimstone(1) "Weather was bright and sunny"

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Brimstone(male) 1,Red Admiral 1,Small Tortoiseshell 3,Peacock 
8,Comma 7,Total 20.

Margaret Bowker reports seeing a Peacock & Comma in the Hermitage Garden,Gosport(SZ597004). 

Anne McCue reports seeing a Red Admiral & Comma 4 at Ann's Hill Cemetery,Gosport. 

Sunday 4th April

Dr David Tinlng reports from Gosport: Brimstone 3 males & 1 female flying at the Wildgrounds Nature 
Reserve; Comma at Carters Copse. 

Anne McCue reports seeing a Peacock at Titchfield Haven.

Friday 2nd April

Dr David Tinling reports from Gosport: Comma in Stanley Park. 

Thursday 1st April

Anne McCue & David Tinling in Gosport saw Red Admiral 1,Small Tortoiseshell 4,Peacock 1,Comma 4. 
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